
About 14th Street Manhole Covers

Manhole covers, as we know them, first appeared with the advent of gas companies and waterworks  

beginning in the late 1840s. Their surfaces were originally designed with raised patterns to prevent horses’ hooves from 

slipping when wet. These decorative cast-iron covers protect and allow easy access to the city’s vast underground 

network of sewer systems, water pipes, and utility and telephone lines. Behind each one lies an underground world that 

can be traced by the names, initials, and symbols of each cover’s patterns. 

As works of public art, manhole covers are distinguished by their originality, precision, and durability. A growing number 

of contemporary artists are interested in and inspired by these medallions found in the streets everywhere. 

14th Street  
Manhole Covers

self-guided tour
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Art in Odd Places  artinoddplaces.org

About the Artist

Michele Brody designed the tour of 14th Street manhole covers. Ms. Brody’s passion for the beauty and intricacy  

of manhole covers started when she moved to SoHo and began walking to work rather than driving or taking  

public transportation. In 2002, with the support of Con Edison, the New York City Design Commission, and the Lower  

Manhattan Cultural Council, Ms. Brody installed the first of 10 manhole-cover designs commemorating lost New York City  

architecture at 30 Wall Street. Learn more about this project at recoveringthecityscape.com. She also produces a 

unique line of lighting from manhole covers for Urban Illuminations. 

Born in Brooklyn in 1967, Ms. Brody received a bachelor of arts from Sarah Lawrence College in 1989 and a master of  

fine arts from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1994. michelebrody.com
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